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Right now, this topic is discussed quite often. Could you please answer this question for me: How 
should we treat the environment? 
A) The Church doesn’t talk about it. This is not the church’s role.  
B) The Church says we need to use the environment to our liking and we do not have to care about 

the consequences of our choices.  
C) We fulfill God’s commission with regard to creation when we care for the earth, with its 
biological laws, its variety of species, its natural beauty, and its dwindling resources, as a liv-
ing space and preserve it, so that future generations also can live well on earth. [CCC 2415] In 
the book of GENESIS, God says, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth” (Gen 1:28). Having “dominion over the earth” does not 
mean having an absolute right to dispose arbitrarily of animate and inanimate nature, ani-
mals, and plants. Because man is created in God’s image, he should care for God’s creation as 
a shepherd and steward. For the first book of the Bible also says, “The Lord God took the 
man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it” (Gen 2:15).  

 
  

 
 

I have heard that the Church should not have her own social teaching. Why does the 
Catholic Church have her own social teaching? 
A) Because all men, as children of God, possess a unique dignity, the Church with her 

social teaching is committed to defending and promoting this human dignity for all 
men in the social sphere. She is not trying to pre-empt the legitimate freedom of poli-
tics or of the economy. When human dignity is violated in politics or economic prac-
tices, however, the Church must intervene. 

B) This is absolutely the right comments. The Church should not have her own social 
teaching. This is not the Church’s role to talk about it.  

C) The Church doesn’t have her own social teaching. Just some Bishops talk about it but 
they do not represent the whole Church.   
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