If you have recently moved into the Langford area
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Welcome to Our Lady of the Rosary Parish

We’re doing annual statistics for the ‘spiritual report’ submitted to the Diocese and I just looked at the
number of funerals and memorials we’ve had since I commenced the two parish responsibility: over 30 since July.
No wonder I’ve at times felt a bit depleted. When called
upon, not only do Fr. Michael and me, as well as the lay
staff and volunteers kick into compassionate gear to plan
liturgies and receptions, but we try to walk alongside those
who mourn and suffer a bit with them in the darkness of
grief. It’s a holy privilege in Christ and at the same time
emotionally and spiritually demanding.
The world is in coronavirus chaos and I’ve never
seen anything like it. I’m trying to find a reasonable middle way between panic and hysteria (Costco has lines ups
in the morning for toilet paper and is sold out in an hour
each day… not sure how t.p. is an antidote to the virus)
and ignoring its real threat to vulnerable elderly and immune compromised people. The Bishop and Church leadership is taking this seriously and would commend all to
the accompanying presence of the great physician of our
bodies and souls who repeatedly affirmed his distressed
disciples with “FEAR NOT”.

Next week we’ve scheduled four infant/child baptisms at OLOR and if some decided to go to an alternate
Mass to increase pew space we’d be grateful at the sardine
Mass at 11:00 a.m.
This week is the first ‘scrutiny’ for out lone catechumen ‘elect’ at OLOR with her SRL sponsor; an exciting time of anticipation of a Easter Vigil baptism. At SRL
we’re already close to our Lenten Penitential Service on
Tuesday the 17th at 7:00. We’re exhorted by holy mother
Church to receive communion at least once a year and
make a confession in the same Lenten season to prepare
our souls for Easter.

We would like to meet you personally to invite you to participate in our community. Please be in touch with
our clergy or the office staff.
Contacts in the Parish:
Pastor

Father Dean Henderson
Cell: 250-882-2151
dhenderson@rcdvictoria.org
Assistant Priest
Father Michael Tran
Cell: 250-415-3877
mtinhtran@gmail.com
Deacon
Deacon Dion Pomponio
dpomponio@rcdvictoria.org
Administrative Assistant Cynthia Santos
Parish Council Chair
Roland Wauthy
Ministry of the Sick
Sandy Rix 250 478-9139
Responsible Ministry
Lisa 250-883-0563
Tamara 778-922-7792
CWL Info: Contact: Odette Huculak: 778-679-6956
Knights of Columbus: Kevin Stafford: gk8394@outlook.com
St. Vincent de Paul: Louise 250-658-1932 Joanne 250-478-9478
Every Wednesday, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9:30 am and Benediction at noon with
church open to pray until 3:00 pm.

March 15, 2020 Third Sunday of Lent
Sacraments:
Baptism: Contact the parish office or Fr. Dean
Reconciliation: Saturday 5:15 p.m. or by appointment.
Marriage: Contact Father Dean 6 months in advance of the planned wedding date.
Anointing of the sick: If you or a family member are admitted to a hospital or other care facility and you wish to have
a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call the parish office to make this request.
Roman Catholic Hospital Chaplain for VGH & RJH - Fr. Thomas - 250-889-3761

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, 798 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC V9B 2X6
Phone number : 250-478-3482, Email: olor@shaw.ca, Website: www.olorchurch.ca
Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 9:30 am - 2:30 pm OLOR Child Care: 250-590-6095

Fridays in Lent – Stations of the Cross on March 20th, Friday evening at 7:00pm

Penitential Service is on Tuesday, March 31st at 7:00pm
Loving and Provident God, Creator of all. We, the parish family of
our Lady of the Rosary, humbly ask your continued blessing on
the spiritual, human and financial commitment we have made for the building of our new Church and the fulfillment
of Your Kingdom on earth. Unless You build the house, we labor in vain to build it. Through the intercession of
Mary, Mother of God, St. Joseph the Builder, bring to perfection the good work You have begun in us. We ask this
through Christ the Lord. Amen.
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Building Prayer:

Veritas – For those interested in previewing the DVD Veritas talk #3 on The Truth of the Trinity; it will be shown
after the 11 a.m. Mass and a chance for a coffee at 11:45 in the small hall. This is an Alpha like 6 week series with an
emphasis on reaching out to our non-Mass going friends and family from mid-May to the end of June. More details
will be offered after Easter.

Late Breaking News:
Solemnity of St. Joseph March 19th Additional Mass at 6:30 p.m.
Let us turn to the Patron and Protector of the Church and Holy Family for intercession regarding COVID 19 as well as our hopes for building a new parish Church.
While the Mission will proceed, we will cancel the family pot luck next Sunday. There will still
be cake served as a reception for the celebration of baptism.
The Joy of the Gospel

Youth Trip to CCO’s Night Fever on Saturday,
March 21 at St. Andrews Cathedral after the
6:00pm Mass.

Lenten Mission
March 24th to March 26th 2020

Tuesday March 24th
· 9:00 a.m. Mass with Talk “You are Loved”
· 6:30 p.m. Mass with Talk “Transformed by God’s Love”
Wednesday March 25th
· 9:00 a.m. Mass with Talk “Being Healing Ministers of Jesus”
· 6:30 p.m. Mass with Talk “Being the Church that Smells like the Sheep”
Thursday March 26th
· 9:00 a.m. Mass with Talk “Four Characteristics of the Church”
· 6:30 p.m. Mass with Talk “The Dignity and Duty of the Laity: Thoughts about the Future of our Mission”
The “Seven Sorrows Rosary” package will be available in OLOR parish office in the coming week. Please call the
office if you wish to purchase. Cost is $5 to cover for the materials.

Masses Mar 14–22

Let us pray for the sick from our families, especially, Bernadette & William Plewman, Ben Jarrett, Bryant Sole,
Dolores Relova, Javier Sanchez, Maria Holland, Isumi,
Frances Thompson for their healing and union with Christ

We appreciate your support for these businesses!

Let us pray for all who have died especially, Jose Aguiar,
Frank, Rigby, Maria Da Costa, Muriel McIntyre, Patricia
Murray that they may live in the light and peace of God’s
presence forever.
K of C 2020 Half-day Lenten Retreat. Sat, Mar 21, 12:303:30pm in the Parish Hall, followed by the 4pm Mass. Topic: “Matthew 16:24-28 - Seeing God's Glory” Retreat Master
will be Deacon Philip Yuson. All Knights from any council
or assembly in Greater Victoria, as well as their spouses, are
welcome. Register with Dr Oscar at operezdetagle@yahoo.com.
We rely on the generosity of your contributions to provide
for Gospel ministry and this special house of God.
Friday, Mar 20th

Last Week’s Offering:
Sunday: $ 3733.55
Debt Reduction: $ 50
Other Donations: $ 39.95
St. Andrew's Regional High School is the only Catholic
high school on the Island. If you are considering having
your child attend our school, please contact our office to arrange for an application and visit. 250-479-1414. Our
school has gone through a grand renovation and we are excited to share our new look, academic program and community with you. You may also find information on our website at www.standrewshigh.ca.
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The emergence of the new coronavirus (COVID-19) is impacting people worldwide and has led to understandable concern among the faithful. Coronaviruses are thought to be spread mainly from person to person through close
contact. Entrusted with the mission of Jesus to care for all the members of our community, following Jesus’ great
command to love God and our neighbour (Matthew 22:37-40) parishioners are encouraged to observe the following:
Stay home if they are sick or feeling unwell;
Practice good hygiene, including frequent hand washing;
Avoid hand-to-hand contact during the Our Father and the Sign of Peace;
Ministers distributing Communion should use the hand sanitizer before and after the distribution of Communion;
Communion hosts should be received only on the hand, not on the tongue;
The Precious Blood should not be distributed until further notice;
Holy Water should be removed from the fonts;
Celiacs and those with special needs are encouraged to consult their pastor;
Parishioners are encouraged to practice social distancing at this time, that is maintaining a distance of twometres from one another.
For the most up to date information please go to the BC Centre for Disease Control http://www.bccdc.ca/
Your prayers for all those affected by COVID-19 are greatly appreciated.

You are invited to celebrate the Chrism Mass at St. Peter’s Church in Nanaimo on Thursday, April 2 at 7pm.
Every year the people of God in the Diocese of Victoria gather for the Chrism Mass which is the celebration of the
blessing of the holy oils, and the renewal of the covenant of sacrificial service of the Bishop and Priests to all people.
Everyone is encouraged to attend this liturgy and experience the unity and beauty of our Church. A reception will follow after the Mass. If you need transportation to Nanaimo has been cancelled we did not have enough people to
fill the seats.
Thanks to the CWL who will b serving coffee after the 11:00 am Mass.
Lessons from “A Parish Rebuilt”
We had a growing recognition that in spite of singing hymns like “All are welcome in this place” that a large segment
of the population does not feel welcome in this place. Church culture can feel to the ‘lost’ like a museum, or a country club of the like-minded, or a cult of the personality of the pastor, or a political single issue movement. These cultures which are very comfortable for certain Church members doesn’t automatically make disciples or welcome the
lost. So maybe we should ask ourselves “Are all welcome on our terms? Are all welcome only when our needs are
met? Are all welcome who dress like us and like the same Church music? Of course you can’t and ought not to turn
the Church upside down when someone new comes to the door, or try to please everyone. Caring for the faithful and
celebrating the sacraments well are non-negotiable. But caring doesn’t mean coddling and pandering to the insiders
while outsiders get the real challenge. That’s the opposite of Jesus approach who was attractive and accessible to
‘outsiders/sinners’ while challenging the insiders/faithful (sinners) to grow and serve in holiness. Our intention mission was to seek the lost people and help the faithful become growing disciples; a church of sinners for sinners on the
path to sainthood.
The Soup Kitchen Needs COBS Bread Volunteers ASAP
When: Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., including holidays
Number of people: 1 or 2 with a truck, van or larger hatchback. Donations from COBS Bread Bakery are a vital part of
our breakfast menu and are also shared with St. Vincent de Paul's downtown location. If you're able to help, please
contact Sheila, Operations Coordinator at 250-598-4339.

