Roman Catholic

Our Lady of the Rosary Parish
798 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria BC V9B 2X6
Phone number : 250-478-3482, Email: olor@shaw.ca, Website: www.olorchurch.ca
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm OLOR Daycare—250-590-6095

November 29, 2020 First Sunday of Advent
All Masses by Frs. Dean and Sean prayed privately.
Saturday, Nov 28th
Mass for + Dennis Bargery
Sunday, Nov 29th First Sunday of Advent
Mass for Our Parish
Mass for Habetler Family—Intentions
Mass for Andrew Devlin and Family—Intentions

Pastor : Fr. Dean Henderson
dhenderson@rcdvictoria.org
Cell # 250-882-2151

Parish Support Last Week :

Mass Times: (All Masses are cancelled until further notice)
Sunday : 8:00 am, 11:00 am (Children’s Mass) & 1:00pm (FULL)
Tuesday: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: 9:00 am & 6:30pm
Thursday: 12:00 Noon
Saturday: 6:00pm (FULL)
Church is open Tuesday to Friday 9:00am-3:00pm for
personal prayers and visitation.
If you would like to REGISTER for one of the weekday Masses you need to contact
the parish office by phone or email.
Welcome….
If you recently moved into the Langford area, welcome to Our Lady
of the Rosary Parish. We would like to meet you personally to invite you to participate in our community. Please be in touch with
our clergy of the office staff:
Deacon
Ministry of the Sick
Responsible Ministry
CWL:
Knights of Columbus
Parish Secretary
St. Vincent de Paul
Parish Council Chair
Religious Ed
Coordinators
Parish Custodian

Deacon Dion Pomponio
dpomponio@rcdvictoria.org
Sandy Rix
250 478-9139
Lisa
250-883-0563
Tamara
778-922-7792
Odette Huculak
778-679-6956
Seamus Sarkany
gk8394@outlook.com
Cynthia Santos
Louise
250-658-1932,
Joanne
250-478-9478
Roland Wauthy
250-474-6255
Mariola O’Brien
778-584-8982
Reeja George
250-208-7974
Kevin Stafford
250-686-6908

Baptism: Contact the parish office or Fr. Dean
Reconciliation: Saturday 5:30 p.m. in the Sacristy or by appointment.
Marriage: Contact Father Dean 6 months in advance of the planned wedding date.
Funerals: Please contact the parish office or Pastor
Anointing of the sick: If you or a family member are admitted to a hospital or other care facility and you wish to have a priest visit,
please be sure to have someone call the parish office to make this request.
Hospital Visitation: Roman Catholic Hospital Chaplain for VGH & RJH - Fr. Sean Flynn - 250-889-3761
Our Pastor’s availability for appointments:
Monday – Day off
Tuesday - Flexible location day
Wednesday – OLOR – 9:00am – 8:30pm
Thursday – OLOR – 9:30am – 4:00pm
Friday – SRL – 9:30am – 3:00pm

Confessions:
OLOR - By appointment or Sunday 9:00am—2:00pm

We rely on the generosity of your contributions
to provide for the ongoing mission to seek the
lost and make disciples .
Last Week’s Offering: $ 550.00

Saturday, Dec 5th
Mass for + Roderick McDonald
Sunday, Dec 6 Second Sunday of Advent
Mass for Our Parish
Mass for Bezna & Naidinov Families—Intentions
Mass for Teresa Deak and Family—Intentions

Let us pray for all who have died especially,
Dennis Bargery, Ernesto Llagas, Roderick
McDonald, Lorna Cue that they may live in the
light and peace of God’s presence forever.

Mass Intentions: If you would like to have a Mass said for a special intention, please call the parish office.
Message from our Chancellor, Cynthia Bouchard

Blog – Christ the King:
The feast of Christ the King marked the last Sunday in Ordinary Time and next week will begin a new Liturgical year with the
First Sunday of Advent.
Please find below the link to the latest Blog featuring Christ the King Parish in the Comox Valley:
https://www.rcdvictoria.org/diocesanblog/christ-the-king-parish-comox
CCCB – Resources:
The CCCB collaborated with Salt+Light to produce and broadcast a special program entitled “A Catholic Response to Bill C7”. The English and French programs are available on the Salt+Light website at the following links:
EN - https://saltandlighttv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=100539
FR - https://seletlumieretv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=25325
Further, the CCCB has produced a series of videos entitled “Journey through Advent”, which includes an introduction to the
liturgical Season and reflections on the Gospel readings of each Sunday in Advent. The links to the videos, in French and English, will be available on the CCCB website.
Click here to access the video series in English.
Click here to access the video series in French.
As we Journey through Advent especially during this time of COVID-19, we pray to find a sense of deep spiritual solace as we
look to the light that will dawn in welcoming the Lord Jesus at Christmas.
Do you love working with children? Would you want to work casually?
Island Catholic Schools is looking for on-call Educational Assistants. For more information visit http://cisdv.bc.ca/
employment-opportunities.php
Sunday Mass Readings for November 29, 2020, First Sunday of Advent, Year B
1st Reading – Isaiah 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7
Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Alleluia – Psalms 85:8
Gospel – Mark 13:33-37

From the Pastor’s Desk
Advent 1, November 29, 2020
“O Jesus, I surrender myself to you; take care of everything”
Hope you’re praying the novena to bring in the new liturgical year and pray ‘good riddance’ to the old’. I’m writing not quite
from ‘lock down’ at Church but certainly ‘clamp down’. We had a surprise visit from Jaimie yesterday who works for WCB
and was investigating a ‘call’ from the public about activity at OLOR. (My hunch is the caller did not realize we remain open
without offering public services with the exception of 10 person weddings, funerals, and baptisms.) I welcomed the opportunity to tour him about the property and explained our complete compliance with protocols both before the recent edict from
on high, and prior. Once I discovered his parents are active and faithful Catholics who really love their attendance at Mass, I
must have sounded a bit like a paternal professor lecturing him on the incongruity of Mass suppression with our impeccable
Covid record, while pubs, stores, and schools remain open. I think it was a positive encounter but we’ll wait to see his report.

We appreciate your support for these businesses!

Thursday I’ll be celebrating a funeral Mass for one time parishioner Lorna Cue. With the 10 person limit, even the funeral
home staff will have to wait outside the Church. I thank God for a wonderful visit with Lorna (and her sister) to talk, laugh
and anoint her the day prior to her death. She was faithful and knew the love of Christ. She had come into full communion
with the Catholic Church from her native Anglican Church while a nursing student with the Sisters of St. Ann. Interestingly,
today (Nov. 25th) is the anniversary of the death of Msgr. William Bulloch who served our Diocese after his young adult conversion to the Catholic faith. We’re everywhere!!! “Eternal Rest grant to Lorna O Lord, and let perpetual peace shine
upon her. May she rest in peace.”
There are a few stockings available at the back of OLOR in case you need one. Remember to bring them in for delivery to
Pacheedaht children by December 13th. Today, I’m making an essential visit to an elderly parishioner who hasn’t been able to
get to Mass since the pandemic. We’ve arranged for her daughter to pick up the sacrament of the Eucharist and prayerfully
offer Jesus to her Mum at home. Please keep this in mind as we need to be creatively ensuring the mission of the Lord prevails and we think both inside and outside the “bubble”. I’ll also be visiting in Sooke to be a prayerful presence with a family
suffering a very recent tragedy. By facetime, I’m going to offer a disciple some spiritual direction and tonight participate in
the RCIA Veritas via zoom. Speaking of which, this Saturday after my 4 p.m. zoomed SRL Mass, I’ll stick around the parking lot for an hour, if you want to stay in your car for a greeting and blessing. This is NOT an event (which is prohibited) but
an opportunity for spiritual/mental health boost! Similarly, Sunday from 8-2 we’ll have both the OLOR Church and Hall
open for a drop in prayer but you’ll need to monitor yourselves and not go in if there’s already 10 inside. I will also be hovering about the parking lot in Langford from 9-2 in case you want to drive thru!
A long time ago, St. Anselm (possibly paraphrasing St. Augustine) said “In Essentials, Unity; in non-Essentials, Liberty, and
in All Things, Charity”. The pandemic is really making us think of what is truly essential and with Archbishop Miller in Vancouver, I wonder why our worship of the Creator and Redeemer of the Universe is deemed non-essential, while AA is
(happily) classified as such. I leave you with a parishioner’s FaceBook reflection on the loss of worship.
"How is everyone doing? This is a bit of a long post but if you get to the bottom, you'll understand why I needed to share my feelings.
I’m feeling really down since this afternoon’s press conference. Those of you that know me well, know that going to Church on a weekly basis is an incredibly important part of my life. I understand that they are trying to flatten the curve to help prevent our hospitals
from being overrun and I appreciate their efforts. I know that if I had something happen, that needed medical attention, I’d want all
the help I could get. However, the part that is so frustrating to me is that they are treating faith gatherings as a social, non-essential
event. This is so far from what it actually is.
For the people that are still going to Church (at least the ones I know), it is a time where we can connect with God and gather strength
to keep trucking through this crazy world. It is what fills my bucket so that the stress of the world doesn’t get to me and I can still be
kind and loving to those around me who might be having a bad day or who are so fearful about what the future holds. I know that
some of you may think “Oh you can pray anywhere! God isn’t just inside a building, He is everywhere.” This is very true, however, I
can assure you, it’s just not the same. I could go into all the reasons why it’s not the same but I ask that you just trust me when I say
that (or we can have a conversation about it if you are really interested).
It’s just frustrating that we are so diligent at our Church with cleaning and proper protocols (seriously, we are so far apart from people,
we don’t socialize, and the cleaning protocols are incredible…I feel safer at Church than at Costco) and yet we’re not allowed to be
there. It’s like we are our own Church cohort because it’s the same people each week at Mass (we had to sign up for a spot and that is
the only time we’re allowed to go), and we interact less than kids do at school so how is this consistent? They said there have been
transmissions at faith based events but I feel like there are WAY more at schools and yet they get to stay open (don’t get me wrong, I
am thrilled that our schools are still open as our kids are just so much happier being at school) but it just all feels so messed up.
I know that many of you probably don’t agree with what I’m saying. All I ask is that you take some time to think about who I am. Am I
someone that you consider to be a kind, patient, loving person? Am I someone who you believe is an asset to your life because I bring
more joy than negativity? Am I someone that you would confide in when you are going through a tough time? If you answered yes to
any of these, know that I am who I am because I get “filled up” each week by going to Mass. Please just open your heart and think
twice before you agree with someone that says closing the Churches is a good idea. Please think of me who is devastated that I don’t get
to go and get “filled up” each week so that I can try my hardest to share the love and kindness with others who may be going through a
tough time. I know it’s not forever, but going to Mass is the medicine that my mental health needs.
I’ll keep praying for all of you and I ask that you please pray for me and all the others who are in this situation. xoxoxo" That's all for
now...hang in there, we need you now more than anything!!!

Christmas 2020 at Anawim House
This Christmas will be different for all of us in so many ways due to the uncertainty and challenges of the Coronavirus pandemic!
This year we are not able to have our Christmas boxes in the Churches for donations or our newsletter in your bulletin. We would
still like to share the news with you so we have provided a copy of the letter electronically.
If you would like to make a financial donation you can mail it to Anawim House, 973 Caledonia Ave,Victoria, B.C.V8T 1E7 or
you can donate through https://www.canadahelps.org.
We still need donations of new clothing, underwear, toiletries, and food items so that we can make Christmas special for those
people we help. Donations can be dropped off at the house or you can contact us at info@anawimhouse.com to make arrangements.
The very popular local fresh cut Christmas trees will be available at the house from November 27. Weekdays 10am to 8pm, Saturday 9am to 7pm, Sunday 11am to 6pm. Due to road work you need to access Vancouver Street from North Park Street.
We are grateful for your continued support of Anawim House. Without your many generous acts of charity we would not be able
to help those that come to the door looking for help to make positive changes in their lives.
May the peace, love and joy of the Christmas season be with each you. Thank you for caring
A heartfelt thank you to those who have donated for the Christmas stockings for Pacheedaht First Nation children.
Just a reminder. Stockings should be well labelled and please bring them to the church or office for delivery after the third week
of Advent (Dec 13th).
Revised 2020 Sanctioned Collections
Nov 29/20: Catholic Missions in Canada https://cmic.info/how-to-help/give/
Bishop’s Appeal –Horizon of Hope
Our parish project is the renovation of the large hall kitchen and new commercial oven
Our parish goal is $36,000.00
As of Nov 25, 2020, our total pledged is $21,295.00 total number of gifts is 66.
We sincerely thank all those who have contributed, made a commitment and those praying for the success of the appeal. If you
have not contributed and would like to, you can still send your donation to the parish office or do it online. https://
www.rcdvictoria.org/ horizonofhope2020: //www.rcdvictoria.org/annualappeal2020.

